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Definition 

An LMS is a Web-based software 

application that supports the 

development, delivery, assessment, 

and administration of online learning 

experiences. 



Learning Management 

System 

An LMS can be used to facilitate 
teaching and learning in face-to-face, 
blended, fully online or MOOC 
environments. 

Over 33% of all US higher education 
students take online courses. Virtually all 
US institutions that offer online learning 
use an LMS. 



LMS: A Misnomer 

LMS systems don’t really “manage” 

learning. Students do that. 

LMS systems do provide many tools, 

structures, and processes that can 

facilitate online teaching and learning. 

 



If an LMS were a 

Swiss Army Knife… 

More than 250 features and functions 



LMS Functions and Tools 

Course rosters & student authentication 

Syllabus and course structure 

Course materials & learning objects 

Communication tools (email, chat, video) 

Progress tracking, testing, gradebook 

 



LMS Functions and Tools 

ePortfolios 

Mobile apps for students and teachers 

Learning analytics (student learning 

behaviors and outcomes) 



LMS Integrations 

Student information and HR systems 

Non-LMS instructional tools and resources 

(e.g., publisher materials, other learning 

systems and tools) 

Social networking sites 



















Three LMS Categories 

Institution-developed 

Open Source 

Commercial 





LMS Hosting 

On campus 

External (e.g., vendor) 

Cloud (e.g., Amazon Web Services) 

Must have continuous uptime and 

fast performance 



LMS Trends 

LMS purchasing consortia (e.g. 

Internet2 NET+, FLVC) 

Significant VC EdTech investments 

Shift from closed applications to open 

learning platforms 

Shift from campus hosting to cloud 



In the coming decade, the 

LMS will grow in importance 

as a means of providing 

access to educational 

experiences—on-campus, at 

a distance, and at all 

educational levels. 


